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2016 Team Steamboat Auction 
By Teri Weaver 

The 2016 Griffin School Foundation Dinner and Auction was an 
outstanding success, with gross proceeds exceeding $170,000, an impressive 
display of community support for our small school district.  The auction is 
held every two years and is the major fund-raiser for the foundation. The event 
was held on September 24 at Steamboat Tennis and Athletic club and was 
attended by 300 patrons in a sports themed atmosphere.  The auctioneer was 
Terry Wilson, a local resident and big supporter of the Thurston County 
community.  He was assisted by Jeff Randich, a local teacher and coach. 

The fundraiser included a dinner, silent and live auctions, a wine wall, and 
a raffle of a car.   Participants dressed in sports attire for the event, which was 
named “Team Steamboat-It’s for the Kids”. A fun time was had by all with beer 
and wine served, along with a dinner catered by Gregory Family catering.  The 
menu included pulled pork sandwiches, salads, tortellini, rolls, and clams 
prepared and donated by Taylor Shellfish.  A bake sale style dessert dash 
completed the meal. 

The presenting sponsor of this year’s auction was Morris Construction, 
owned by Andy and Kaycee Morris.  Kaycee is a Griffin School Foundation 
board member.  Other major contributors were Finninsula Foundation, Little 
Creek Casino, Accel Mortgage, and Van Dorm Realty.  Sponsorships are the 
backbone of the auction and are deeply appreciated in the community. 

Many community members assisted either by making donations, helping 
with the set-up, or attending the auction. It is truly a community effort for our 
children and a large portion of “the village” participated.  The proceeds from 
the auction will be utilized for continuing and new scholarships, funding 
grants for Griffin School teachers and staff, and the twice yearly senior 
luncheons provided by the foundation. A new addition will be three $10,000 
scholarships given over the next two years to high School seniors with Griffin 
ties.  The Griffin School Foundation has an ongoing commitment to providing 
scholarships for students from the Steamboat community. 

The Griffin School Foundation board looks forward to the next auction in 
2018, and hope for even more success in providing for the educational needs 
of our students.   
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Passing of the Torch… The Griffin School Foundation thanks Kelley Powers for 
her leadership as president during 2015-2016. Her kindness and energy was 
exemplary during her tenure on the executive board.  Although Kelley will be a 
hard act to follow, the board is excited to welcome Cristin Wilson as the new 
Griffin Foundation Board president. For the past few years, Cristin has been an 
active board member, playing a key role in the Foundation’s biannual auction. 
 



 

2017 Griffin Foundation Scholarships  
By Heather Thompson 

The Griffin School Foundation is pleased to be able to award, again in 
2017, the Cody Brown Memorial and the Tiernan-Keigher Scholarships.  

The Cody Brown Memorial Scholarship is open to any high school 
Senior attending a public or accredited private high school in Thurston 
County as of September 2016, who has also formerly attended Griffin 
School for a minimum of two years.  The Cody Brown Memorial 
Scholarship seeks to recognize a student who has demonstrated academic 
ability (minimum GPA of 3.0) but who has also been a mentor/leader to 
his/her peers.  

The Tiernan-Keigher Scholarship is open to any 8th grade student, or 
equivalent, who lives within the Griffin School District boundaries or 
attends Griffin School.  This individual must have attended a public, home 
school, or accredited private school as an 8th grader as of September 
2016.  The Tiernan-Keigher Scholarship seeks to honor the memory of 
Anne Tiernan and Margaret Keigher for their warm and positive influence 
on many children during their lives.  The scholarship seeks to reward a 
student who is kind-hearted, well rounded, and who gives back to their 
community.  

Applications for both scholarships will be available at Griffin School, 
Capital High School, the Community Foundation, and on the Griffin School 
Foundation web-site by March 1st, 2017. Applications are due by April 
21st, 2017.  

 

GRIFFIN MAKER SPACE 
 

The Griffin School Library has joined the Maker Space Movement 
thanks to a generous grant from the Griffin School Foundation.  Last 
winter a counter and storage bins were added to the library for 
students to explore and Create STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) projects. Each month, a different theme is 
explored by students at all grade levels. The projects  have included 
creating with Legos, snap circuits, building with cups and straws, 
exploding stick bombs, playing card houses, and making kindness 
cards sponsored by the Rachel's Challenge Team.  The space 
encourages creativity because there is not a set curriculum.  

Future ideas include making marble runs from cardboard tubes, 
taking apart broken electronics, Lego challenges, and squishy circuits.  
 
 

Griffin Students in Maker Space  
If you have Legos or other craft 

supplies you would like to donate to our 
Maker Space, please contact Chris Wolfe 
in the Griffin School Library:  
cwolfe@griffinschool.us or 360-866-5836.   
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Save-the-Date for Our Spring Senior Luncheon 
By Alley Savin 

The Foundation hosts the Senior Community Luncheon 
biannually to promote and support the efforts our community 
gives to our School.  These luncheons would not be possible 
without the dedicated faculty of Griffin School and their 
partnership with the Griffin School Foundation.  If you are, or 
know of, a senior in our community who wants to attend the 
next luncheon on May 9th, please email your mailing address to 
Allison Savin at Savin.Allison@gmail.com. We hope you will join 
us in the future for a great meal and conver sation at Griffin 
School! 

Books and Beanbags 
By Jennifer Jirsa 

The best grant I ever received happened because I let 
students influence the direction of the class. In the fall of 
2012, while sharing a bean bag and reading books, two 
students remarked how we needed more beanbags for the 
classroom. It just happened to be right at the beginning of 
the Griffin School Foundation grant cycle that year, so I told 
them we could write a grant to get beanbags and ask for 
books too. We got the rest of the class involved and during 
the following two weeks they researched and answered all 
the questions for the grant as teams. Students researched 
books that they were interested in, found their Lexile 
scores, and found the cost for those books in sets. With the 
help of incredible parent volunteers, they also priced out 
beanbags and sources for everything, including tax and 
shipping. It was a very fulfilling project for all of us. 

Their enthusiasm and pride was unbelievable when they 
found out that they had received the grant. Everyone read 
as many of the new books as they could by the end of the 
year.  Coincidentally, at the time of the grant cycle again, 
students in the next year's group started talking about 
having read most of the books we had. So, I told those 
students that they could write a grant for more books and 
bookshelves, too, and they did. Because of the Griffin 
Foundation's generosity, we now have a very effective 
reading library for the fourth grade. 



 

 

 

              

An Easy Way to Donate to the Griffin School Foundation …  
The Washington State Combined Fund Drive 

If you are a state or higher education employee or retiree, you can utilize the Washington State 
Combined Fund Drive (CFD).  You can make donations via check, credit card or payroll deduction to your 
favorite charity.  If you would like to donate to the Griffin School Foundation, our charity code within the 
CFD is 1481984 and you can search for us (Griffin School Foundation, The) at the following link:  
https://www.cfd.wa.gov/search 

Every little bit helps and adds up.  According to the CDF website, “Since 1984, Washington State public 
employees and retirees have generously donated more than $110 million to charity through the CFD.”  
Thank you, state employees and retirees, for your generosity! 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Griffin School Foundation Board Members placing memorial pavers in front of Griffin School. 
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For more information, to donate, or to help sponsor our next newsletter, please contact us at: 
Griffin School Foundation ~ 6530 33rd Avenue NW ~ Olympia, WA 98502 

 Check out our website at www.griffinschoolfoundation.org or email us at info@griffinschoolfoundation.org. 
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